Invocation for KCMO City Council

Given by Lama Chuck on April 19, 2007

Let us pray:

Spirit of generations, please bless this chamber with your presence as we gather here today.

This past week in the community of Virginia Tech we have seen the pain and suffering caused by the actions of one angry individual.  We pray for the victims and families of this terrible tragedy.  We pray that those suffering both physically as well as mentally from the effects of this tragedy be healed.  

Eternal spirit, as the Amish in Pennsylvania taught us last year about unlimited compassion, may we also gain a larger perspective for the gunman of this awful tragedy, and may our compassion extend to include the gunman’s family who surely must also be suffering.

Eternal spirit, this terrible tragedy makes us, in our own community, ever more mindful of the importance, value and preciousness of every human life.  We saw this week how tenuous human life can be.  We realize that death can come at any moment.  For that reason we pray that each of us makes the most of every moment of our lives, for none of us knows when death might occur.

And finally may this terrible tragedy help remind all of us of the important of not harming others through body, speech or mind and may we always be ever mindful of bringing compassionate and healing intention in all of our thoughts, words and deeds.  

So let it be.

