Invocation for KCMO City Council

Given by Lama Chuck on April 26, 2007

Prologue:

Before the invocation, I wish to thank the Mayor and Council for the opportunity to serve you as chaplain this month.  I have appreciated the challenge of praying on your behalf and the citizens you serve.

Let us pray:

Spirit of generations, please bless this chamber with your presence as we gather.  For many of you here today, this will be the last time you meet officially representing the citizens of our great city.  Eternal spirit we thank these very special men and women who have given so selflessly of themselves to improve the lives of those who they serve.  We especially want to thank the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tem and all of the Council members whose terms will expire today for the progressive improvements they have made to our city.

As this Council does its final work today let us also be mindful of those citizens who are without health care because they are either uninsured or underinsured.  We pray that those in public office open their hearts and minds to all of our citizens who are in need.

Eternal spirit please grant us the wisdom to respond to the world in loving and compassionate ways.  Please help us to transform our negative emotions into the corresponding wisdoms of clarity, generosity, compassion and equanimity.

Teach us to love unconditionally despite our differences.  Let us pledge to ourselves and our conscience not to harm self or other through unmindful actions of body, speech or mind.

And finally please bless the incoming team of Mayor and council members with the wisdom and compassion that has lead our current Mayor and council members.  May this new team take the reins of leadership and work to improve our city with the same selflessness as this Mayor and Council has done.

So let it be.

