Invocation for KCMO City Council

Given by Lama Chuck on April 5, 2007

Prologue:

Before the invocation, I wish to thank the Mayor and Council for selecting clergy to serve as honoary chaplains from a broad variety of different religions.  By doing so, this honors the citizens of this city, who likewise come from a wide variety of different religions.

Let us pray:

May the grace of the great mystery of the Universe be with us as we gather here today.  We are joined by the common bond of love; love for our great city, love of our country, love of our families and love for one another.  

We give thanks for those in this chamber who have given so selflessly of themselves to help this great city in providing essential services to its citizens.  We give thanks to the Mayor and members of this Council for their progressive efforts in revitalizing our downtown.

As this Council does it’s work today let us also not forgot about those disenfranchised citizens who, through no fault of their own, are homeless, jobless or hungry.  Let the words of the 8th century Indian saint, Shantideva guide us today when he said:

“May I be a guard for all those who are protectorless,

A guide for those who journey on the road,

For those who wish to go across the water,

May I be a boat, a raft, a bridge.

For all those ailing in the world,

Until their every sickness has been healed,

May I myself become for them

The doctor, nurse, the medicine itself.”

May these words help guide this Council with compassion and wisdom in the work they about to conduct today.

So let it be.

